
 

 

���  Desert Disciple 
������	
�	�

��	��	���
�	����
����	������	�	���
��� 	��					�����	
��� 
!�								"�#���$��	��	���� �

A Labor Day Message from Your Interim Minister 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Last week’s lesson from Paul’s letter to the Roman Christians offers invaluable advice for the labor of being 
church: Don't burn out, Paul exhorts, keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of the Master, 
cheerfully expectant. Don't quit in hard times; pray all the harder. Help needy Christians; be inventive in 
hospitality. 
 

It is all too easy to burn out, especially as we face a new church year, especially as we face a new church 
year in which we ramp up our schedule and fill up our calendars. Eager to meet the needs and desires of 
our faith community, to draw new friends and members to the church, and to serve the local and global 
community, we throw ourselves into October with extra enthusiasm. Yet, if we do not find spaces to sink 
our taproot deep into the heart of God, we face the dilemma of too much to do and too little to simply  “be.” 
We can become brittle and breath-less, in such a hurry that we miss seeing Jesus looking back at us 
throughout our days. By the end of the day, week or month, we are low on humor, creativity, flexibility, and 
insight. 
 

Paul warns against this heady but disastrous practice, encouraging listeners (us) to keep our selves fueled, 
indeed, aflame. This is what pleases God, nourishes us on our journeys as individuals and church, and 
draws others to our faith practice. 
 

Be alert . . .cheerfully expectant, Paul advises wisely. In Spanish, the word for expectant - esperar - means 
to wait, to hope and to expect. While we might not be doing all we wished we could, when we wished we 
could do it, stay cheerful, hopeful, expectant. Nothing draws joy like joy. Expect to meet Jesus along your 
way in and through every person, place and thing. Be alert to the ways in which God is speaking to you, 
calling you, and accompanying you and others. Make a habit of noticing goodness. 
 

Don't quit in hard times; pray all the harder: Why is it that sometimes the last thing we do when we are in 
trouble is pray? We know we should do it, but when times get hard, we either try harder or complain louder! 
What if we acted as though we believed that prayer worked? Wouldn’t we be praying all the time, through 
the ways we look, and touch and speak and act? Paul exhorts, Pray harder.  In Chiapas, strong prayer is 
when the people pray, yell actually, and tell God all the ways that they have showed up for God, and all the 
ways they expect and know that God is going to show up for them. It is a remarkable experience to be in a 
room with everyone yelling to God, with the clear expectation that God has heard and is acting. 
 

And finally, pass it on. Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality. Don’t stop when you get what you 
want and need, or when your loved ones get what they need. Share. Paul goes on to say: If you see your  
enemy hungry, go buy that person lunch, or if he's thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him 
with goodness.  
 

Surprise him or her with goodness. Isn’t that what Jesus was all about? Isn’t that why thousands followed 
him, and follow him today? 
 

As we leave the lazy days of summer behind and leap into the busy Fall cal-
endar of events, let us hold Paul’s words aloft as a banner to lead us through 
our days. May we find ways to surprise each other with goodness, sur- prise our 
enemies with goodness,  
surprise ourselves with goodness. 
 
Blessings on your way, 
 
Delle 
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Sunday, August 7, 2010 

Attendance:  71 

Pledges $3,359.50 

Loose Offering $51.70 

Building Use $260.00 

Parking $4,544.61 

Total $12,599.81 

Rent (Desert Spring) $2,350.00 

Good Samaritan Fund $1,850.00 

Niche Sales (Ray & Isaac) $170.00 

Printing $14.00 
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Sunday, July 31, 2010 

Attendance:  64 

Pledges $2,400.00 

Loose Offering $50.50 

Building Use $700.00 

Parking $2,039.94 

Niche Sales (Ray Tess) $225.00 

Total $5,415.44 

Sunday, August 21, 2010 

Attendance:  66 

Pledges $1,741.00 

Loose Offering $48.50 

Building Use $210.00 

Total $1,999.50 

 
 

VISITORS 7/31/11 
 

Debbie Hammond 
Tori Stypula 

Andrew Campbell 
 

VISITORS 8/7/11 
 

Peter Andrach 
Andrea Prichard 

 

VISITORS 8/14/11 
 

Esteffany Peralta 
Yuena, Jia, and Jing 

Wenxing 

 

VISITORS 8/21/11 
 

Caroline Wilson 
Lars Page Jr. 
Jim Carper & 
Gerda Malone 

Lily Malone 
Linda Owens 

Teresa England 
Yuena Chen 
Bette Mulley  

Martha Bell Frey 

Sunday, August 14, 2010 

Attendance:  57 

Pledges $1,338.50 

Loose Offering $18.00 

Parking $105.00 

Total $3,934.26 

Rent (1040 & 710) $2,422.76 

Good Samaritan Fund $50.00 
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© Welcome New Member, Mary Dillon!! 
© Mary Alice Do is doing well… and with her  
     daughter in Seattle. 
© Joy for Minnie Williams, Vivian Cox and O.T.  
     Foster’s recoveries. 
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Adult Christian  
Education:   

Sept 11 — Nov 20 
 

“The Gospel  
According to Matthew”: This Bible 
study is designed to supplement  
lectionary Gospel readings, by 
"connecting the dots" between 

weekly lectionary readings to reveal 
the larger story/ies from the Gospel 

of Matthew. Authorship and historical, 
literary and theological content will 

also be explored. Each Sunday at 9 
am, we will read and discuss a  

section from the Gospel of Matthew, 
along with supplementary readings 

suggested by Rev. McCormick. Bring 
your Bibles. Let's get to know the 

Gospel of Matthew! Recommended 
(but not required) reading for the  

Bible Studies follows: The Seeds of 
Heaven: Sermons on the Gospel of 
Matthew, by Barbara Brown Taylor; 
Reading Matthew: A Literary and 

Theological Commentary,  by David. 
E. Garland; and A Feminist  

Companion to Matthew, by Marianne  
Blickenstaff 

Quick Look into The  
Future… (upcoming events)  
· September 11  – Christian �
Education begins for all ages! & at 
5:00pm, a New Member Dinner at 
Rev. Delle’s home.  
�

· October 2  - World Communion  
Sunday with Children's participation in worship 
 

· October 2  at 5pm - Blessing of the Animals  
followed by potluck�(open to FCC members, friends and local 
community) 

 

· October 9  – DWM’s H.A.G.A.R Sunday—Dinner w/ Raffle�
�

· October 16  - World Food Sunday: Hunger Banquet  
immediately after church 12:15-1:30.  "Taste and See"  
Supper: 5:00-7:30 - Sample foods of the world, special guest 
speaker, live music and showing of  “Food Inc" documentary 
 

· October 23  - National Observance of Children's Sabbath. 
Children's Sabbath picnic at 12:30pm at Catalina Park, 900 N 
4th Ave. (.4 miles from church)�
�

· Special Advent Series:  Sundays: 9am: Advent Series  
 

· November 30- December 21st : Wednesday evenings   
6-8pm: God Is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and  
Christmas by Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

�������������	
��
	 �
Coming in November & December 

 

For some among us, holidays touch a  
special place of sadness and loss. While the rest of 
the world seems to be celebrating, spending time 

with loved ones, and actively participating in conspicuous  
consumption, others among us long for a faith 

practice that breathes peace and healing into these 
frantic times.  This year, FCC is offering three  
special services for those who wish to make the 

holidays more 'Holy-Days.' Revs. Delle  
McCormick & Mary Alice Do will offer three services around 
Halloween (Day of the Dead), Thanksgiving and Christmas 
(Blue Christmas). Each 'Holy-Day' celebration will include a 
time for reflection and worship. These services are open to all 

FCC Members and friends, as well as the general 
public!  
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We need volunteers to help out in planning and working on several events 
planned for October 16,  when FCC will sponsor a “World Hunger”  
Sunday . The day begins with focus on world hunger in worship, a 
“Hunger Banquet”  immediately after church, and a “Taste and See” 
World Foods  event Sunday evening. Punch Woods, the founder of the 

Tucson Food Bank and Diaper Bank, has agreed to speak about Food  
Security. We hope to get a popular musician to 
perform justice songs. The evening will close with 
a screening of “Food Inc.,” an important and 
hopeful documentary on food production. We will 
publicize these events and hope to attract a large 

group of folks from outside our congregation. If you are interested in helping, 
please call or write Rev. McCormick.  

OCTOBER 
16 

Congratulations Jenna!  
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��
�����	�
���	�����	��	����� 	The GOOD NEWS is that FCC has contracted with a 
Valet Service for the Marriott to rent 45 spaces year round from our parking lot! This not only guarantees 
an annual income to the church of about $18,000, it 
also frees the church office from the hassle of 
managing individual rentals. We will still rent a limited 
number of spaces to University Students & Staff (but 
they are already rented for this semester! Woo!). The 
NOT-SO-GOOD NEWS is that we can’t just park  
anywhere anymore. We are working out a way to 
clearly mark which spaces are available to church 
members, but generally, they include the following: all 
spaces immediately adjacent to the church on west 
side; all spaces to the east of the 710 E. Speedway 
house and on evenings & Sunday’s ONLY – all Desert 
Spring spaces. Refer to the picture on the right.  
Color Coded Maps of parking are available in the  
Narthex or through the Church Office.  We ask that 
you please be patient with these changes and let us 
know if you have any questions or concerns. 

E 
U 
C 
L 
I 
D 

SPEEDWAY 

CHURCH  
MEMBERS 
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Periodicals 

Postage 
PAID at 

Tucson, AZ 

The Desert Disciple 
First Christian Church 
740 East Speedway  
Tucson, AZ  85719 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Articles for the September 15th Desert Disciple  
e-Letter should be received in the office no later 

than Wednesday, September 12th.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
firstchristianchurchtucson.org 

 
CALL OUR OFFICE: 

(520) 624-8695 

 

PastorDelle@gmail.com 
(520) 204-6295 

Rev. Delle McCormick, Pastor 
 

TucsonFCC@gmail.com 
Jenna Black, Church Office  

%	&�����
	�	���	'(���	

It’s Labor-Day Sunday… 
In honor of the Labor Day holiday, we 
ask that everyone come to Worship 
dressed in their “Labor” clothes.  This 
will be a great way for each of us to 
learn more about the people around us! 
We also encourage the  
children to come dressed in 
their “Labor” clothes, too.. 
(what they want to be when 
they grow up) - - See you 
all on Sunday!! 
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  9:00 am 
 

  9:00 am 
 
 
 

 10:30 am 
 
 

  4:00 pm / 
  9:00 am 

 

Christian Education—Parlor * 
 

St. Michael’s ECC - Chapel (1st, 3rd and 
5th Sundays of each month) 
 

Morning Worship - Sanctuary * 

 
 
 

Our Father’s House Fellowship—Chapel 


