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A Letter From Your Interim Minister:

Beloved Community,

I think | can say, now that we have gone through nine months, including Easter, Advent and Christmas
together, FCC is beloved by God, as each of us is. | have come to know you over the past year and see such
goodness and earnest intention to live the Gospel. Because you move and inspire me, | am a better pastor.
Hopefully, that means that you are also growing. | often say that something good is happening at FCC, not
that goodness is something new to the church. FCC has long been known for its history of activism,
accompaniment and advocacy on behalf of people-made-poor.

Each day brings new challenges to our call to live into ministry together. Just as Jesus was cast out into the
wilderness, immediately after his glorious baptism, we too turn from exciting and meaningful worship to the
perils and temptations in the “wildernesses” of the world, that threaten to silence the Word in and around us.
Just this week | received a call to interpret for a young migrant woman who had been evacuated from the
desert after being violently attacked. | went to provide pastoral care and to interpret for a physician who was
trying to understand the circumstances that she left behind in her country, namely extreme poverty and a
very sick small child. As | translated, her grief over her attack and her son’s life-threatening condition seemed
tightly packed away somewhere. She said that she had had to forget a lot in order to get through her life.
Suddenly, she couldn’t hold the flood of tears back any longer as she gulped and sobbed out her story.

| won’t go into details, except to say that | felt such an overwhelming sense of helplessness to resolve her
problems. It was as if we were sitting with Christ crucified, and that somehow, | was/we are called to be part
of her resurrection. Somehow, in this complicated mess and web of evil that binds our immigration laws and
practices, each of us is called to lift her and others off of the crosses that have been systematically built to
“protect” our borders and interior. While | know that there is little that either the physician or | could do for her
or for the child, I also knew that simply sitting and breathing and talking and praying together mattered.

| also know that | do not do this work alone, that | am a part of a movement for peace and justice and
right-relationship called “church.” We do not act alone. The Jesus movement gets its power from sharing the
Way with all its struggles and joys. What can we do? As a beloved community, baptized into the body of
Christ, how do we avoid the temptation of easy grace, of resting on our laurels, of worshipping Christ but not
following him/her? These are ongoing questions. Our work is never done. Emmanuel, God-with-us, is
revealed to us as we walk the Way of Jesus. Our task is to be faithful as a the beloved community in our
following Jesus, who is revealed, if we are awake to him, her or it, every day of our lives.

In February, we will begin a new study series based on the book, “Saving Jesus from the Church: How to
Stop Worshipping Christ and Start Following Jesus” by Robin Meyers. As we ready the church for a settled
pastor, | hope this study and discussion will help us exercise and develop our inner-Jesus, or Christ-minds,
as we discern the next right steps for FCC in ministry in and with the world.

As we stand on the precipice of a new year, may we lead with our inner Jesus, or Christ-Mind, to step
through the rubble of the year we are leaving behind and to bring the pieces together to create something
new and good. Redemption is what we seek, grace that saves, the awareness that we, and our world are
repeatedly being made new. May we find ways for each of us, regardless of our
circumstances, to participate in the redemption of the world and to share and live
the Good News.
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Sunday, November 27, 2011

Attendance: 70

Pledges $1,667.00
Loose Offering $40.83
Poinsettias $37.50
Thanksgiving Offering $135.00
Total $1,880.33

Sunday, December 4, 2011

Attendance: 69

Congregational Meeting Notes:

At the annual meeting of the congregation on December 11",
nominations for officers and members of the boards of trustees,
eldership and diaconate were presented and approved unanimously
by the congregation. Officers elected were: Janis Sherick, Moderator;
David Stadle, Vice Moderator; Patti Lemke, Treasurer; Lori Bryant,
Secretary; Carol Clemmons, Clerk and Mary Workman, Historian.
Also elected to serve for three year terms ending in 2014 were:
Trustees Jean Bronson, Nancy DeArman and Reuben Merideth; Elder
Mary Dillon; and Grace Judson, Jennifer Murphy, Pam Spears, Tony
Spears, Kelly Strachan, Muriel Troike, Rudy Troike and Pat White as
members of the Diaconate. Those elected will be installed in office
during morning worship on January 8". The congregation also
approved the annual budget for 2012, received reports from our

Pledges $3,067.00 Interim Pastor Delle McCormick and committee chairpersons. If you
Loose Offering $90.88 would like copies of their reports, you may contact the church
Parking $35.00 office. Thanks were expressed to Susan Lain, Moderator for 2010 and
: 2011 and Mark Thornburgh, Treasurer in 2011 for their excellent
Rent (Desert Spring) | $2,350.00 service to First Christian Church during their terms. Their time and
Building Use $500.00 talents in fulfilling the|_r roles were
—— - VISITORS VISITORS greatly appreciated.
Poinsettias / Christmas $90.00 11/27/11 12/11/11
Staff Christmas Gift $55.00( | Chuck Haniers Ben & Leonida
Total $6,187.88 | | Sara Felder Littrell
Robert Kloos ~ Carl & Rosie
Sunday, December 11, 2011 Jose Atondo Schroer
Robert Kloos
Attendance: 89 VISITORS
VISITORS
Pledges $3,336.00 12/4/11 ETITT T
Sara Felder 12/18/11
Loose Offerin $42.20 _
—— J Michelle lkeda Tlhomas 8(;
Poinsettias $25.00 Barbara Alice Boy
Christmas Offering $25.00 Coleman Bob & Suzette
Staff Christmas / Books $555.83 Roger White Woodie
Mary Elizabeth ~ VISITORS
Total $3,984.03 Pollard 12/25/11
Sunday, December 18, 2011 Laurie Olson  Kristen Nance
Robert Kloos
Attendance: 70

Pledges $2,606.00 Sunday, December 25, 2011
Loose Offering $63.95 Attendance: 53

Rent (1040 & 710) $2,400.00| [Pledges $1,415.00
Christmas Offering $416.00| [Loose Offering $49.00
Staff Christmas Gift $400.00| [Christmas Offering $175.00
Good Sam Fund $450.00| |Staff Christmas Gift $50.00
Total $6,335.95 | | Total $1,689.00
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Adult Christian Education

Here we are in January and looking
forward to our regular second Tuesday
meeting of our DWM.

First of all, we want to extend a “Thank
You” to all who participated in the
Cookies for Prisoners activity. Many

cookies were distributed to the
prisoners who always greatly
appreciate them. Our December
meeting was made very special by a
meaningful devotional brought to us by
Mary Dillon and beautiful organ music
by Janet Tolman. She took time out of
her busy schedule rehearsing with the
Men’s and Boy’s Choirs at San Xavier
and her other Christmas rehearsals.

At our meeting on Tuesday, January
10th, we are looking forward to hearing
thoughts from Jean Bronson on
lessons 4 & 5 in our New Day
Magazine Be sure and read your
magazine ahead of time and bring it
with you. As usual bring a sack lunch
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for our luncheon at 12:00 in the parlor. 0 2 1 -3
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| Sunda Vening Beginning February 5th and continuing

i through April 15, from 5-7pm (excluding Palm
Lenten Series  sundayand Easter) in the parlorBring a bag
supper and join us for a lively exploration and
Al’ChbiSh.Op Des_mond Tutu says about this bo&kety conversation abOL‘“Saving Jesus From the
once in a while, a book comes along that changes Church: How To Stop Worshipping Christ and

everything. This is the boolBill Moyers adds;'In the . .
pulpit, Meyers is the new generation’s Harry Emerso Start Following JesuS by Robin Meyers

Fosdick, George Buttrick, and Martin Luther King.”
Table of Contents includdaith as Being, Not Belief; For more information or to order the

Easter as Presence, Not Proof; Original Blessingt N book please email or call Pastor Delle
Original Sin; Christianity as Compassion, Not ' '
Condemnation; and Justice as Covenant, Not Control; Book cost $11.

andmore. Order deadline January 22.
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NEW OFFIC,
FOR 2011
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Meeting Reminders:
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Lookmg Back at December...
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DESERT DISCIPLE

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Articles for the February 1st Desert Disciple
should be received in the office no later than

Friday, January 27th.

9:00 am Christian Education—Parlor *

9:00 am St. Michael's ECC - Chapel
10:30 am | Morning Worship - Sanctuary *

10:30 am

Our Father’s House Fellowship—chapel
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PastorDelle@gmail.com

(520) 204-6295
Rev. Delle McCormick, Pasto

TucsonFCC@gmail.com
Jenna Black, Church Office

FCCModerator@gmail.com
(520) 577-8304
Janis Sherick, Moderator

RonLemke@live.con
(520) 908-093:
Patti Lemke, Treasur
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
firstchristianchurchtucson.org

CALL OUR OFFICE:
(520) 624-8695

1036 N. 1st Ave (4 bed/2bath)
IS still available for rent!

Please refer all inquiries to
Casa Vista Properties (520) 742-1455
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