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Worship this Month: Upside Down con1nues 
Our series on Acts con�nues with stories of disciples who, with 

the gi� of the Holy Spirit, are emboldened to con�nue the life 

work of Jesus in preaching, healing, and challenging social 

norms. How does this same spirit embolden us today? As we 

move forward in the story of Acts, we con�nue our prayer, 

“Come, Holy Spirit, come!” 

 

August 5: Acts 3:1-10 

August 12: Acts 4:32-5:11 

August 19: Acts 5:17-32 

August 26: Acts 6:1-7 
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Ice Cream Social, August 3 
Enjoy a fun summer evening and cool down from the heat with 

ice cream and water balloons!  We’ll gather at the home of 

Barbara Marshall, 846 E 8
th

 St.  The fun begins at 5:00pm.  

Everyone is invited, so bring a friend!   

 

 

 

Back to School Blessing, August 5 
All students, teachers, and all those working in 

every aspects of the educa�on system are invited to 

our back to school blessing during worship on 

August 5.  We will pray for all those going back to 

school and ask God’s blessing for them in this new 

school year.  

 

 

 

All-Church Ou1ng to Mt. Lemmon, August 25 
Don’t miss another chance to escape the summer heat 

with a picnic at Mt. Lemmon Saturday, August 25.  We 

plan to meet at Marshall Gulch picnic area. Picnic 

lunch is potluck.  Stay tuned for more details in weekly 

emails. Please sign up at the greeter stand so we know 

you are coming.  
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Opportuni1es to Serve the World: 
Thursday Bilingual Prayer Vigil 
Vigils of accompaniment and hope are a �me to pray for our hospitality guests; those 

affected by the poli�cal, humanitarian, and legal complexi�es of the border; others 

experiencing challenges; and to li� our concerns for our lives and the world.   All are 

welcome.  The prayer vigil takes place at 6pm in the chapel.  
 

Food for Community Food Bank 
First Chris�an collects non-perishable food items for the Community Food Bank 

throughout the year.  Dona�ons can be placed on the shelves in the Welcome Area.  
 

The Inn Project 
The Inn Project has been busy with many families. If you would like to volunteer, 

please contact Gretchen Lokey at 520-312-1451 or sign up at hDps://

dscumc.org/2016/12/church-partnership-c-e/. There are morning, a�ernoon, evening, 

and overnight shi�s. The Inn Project is in need of:  Men's & Young Boys Clothes (in 

smaller sizes) &  Any clothing for warm weather —You may place items in the plas�c 

bin marked 'Inn Project' in the Welcome Area. Monetary dona�ons are also welcome. 

You may write a check to FCC with the memo "Inn Project."  

Mind 

Wholeness 

Ministries  

Support Groups 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Group 

For people affected by 

mental health challenges 

1
st

 & 3
rd

 Monday 

August 6 & 20 

6:00 – 7:30 PM 

 

Resuming in September 

For people affected by 

mental health challenges 

2
nd

 & 4
th

 Wednesday 

Taking a Summer Break 

 

For family members 

affected by mental health 

challenges 

will meet next on 

September 5 at 3:00pm 

Disciples Women’s Ministry 

Fall Retreat Registra1on Open 
The fall DWM retreat (September 7-9) in PrescoD at Chapel Rock is accep�ng 

registra�on now. Registra�on closes August 20. The FCC DWM has funds to 

pay a por�on of the cost.  Please contact Ann Nichols or Susan Harris for more 

informa�on.   Register online Here:  

hDps://docgeneralassembly.regfox.com/az-dwm-retreat?mc_cid=67b408417a&mc_eid=c92eca061a 

Transi1ons in Childcare 
As you know, our long-�me Childcare Coordinator, Riley Johnson, and Childcare 

ADendant, Tyler Parks, completed their �me with First Chris�an Church at the end of 

June and July, respec�vely.  We give thanks to God for the lives of these incredible 

young women and ask God’s blessing on their lives as they move in their next steps in 

work and study.   

 

We also are grateful for our new Childcare ADendant, Nichole BurkeD, who began 

caring for our children on July 1.  Nichole is a graduate of the 

University of Arizona who enjoys working with children and has 

done so in numerous seSngs.  We hope you will take a 

moment to say hello to Nichole and thank her for joining the 

FCC family.  

 

Finally, we con�nue to seek someone to fill the Childcare 

Coordinator posi�on.  Please contact Personnel Team chair, 

Ann Nichols, or Pastor Ailsa if you have someone to 

recommend. 
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Pastoral NotePastoral NotePastoral NotePastoral Note    

Forward Together: Discernment Process Insights 
 

As reported in the July publica�on of the Desert Disciple, par�cipants from  First 
Chris�an’s membership met for the second session of our spiritual discernment 
process on June 23. We are grateful to those who have been able to aDend one of 
the first two sessions and therefore commit to par�cipate in this journey.  
  

In an effort to keep everyone abreast of our process, I am sharing the following insights of our sessions so far.  If 
you were unable to make the commitment to par�cipate in the process, please know that in addi�on to these 
insights and those that will be shared in future publica�ons of the Desert Disciple, more informa�on as well as an 
opportunity for everyone to include their voice will be given at our next congrega�onal mee�ng in September.  In 
addi�on, I and others who are par�cipa�ng in the process are available to meet with you one-on-one or in small 
groups to share in more depth. 
  

The June 23 session had us focus on the iden�ty of our congrega�on: our history, our personal experiences that 
ignited passion, core values, and relevant data of our current �me and  place.  We affirmed the ways our history 
has shaped us up to now and the legacy we hope to carry with us into the future.  In addi�on, the group began 
an honest assessment around all the current ministries and programs of the congrega�on, evalua�ng passion 
and energy level as well as growing edges.   
  

More specifically, a look at our history revealed our legacy as a congrega�on that births ministry and is willing to 
take risks.  Ministries like those with migrant workers and a medical clinic for immigrants and refugees; star�ng 
new churches; addressing the need for affordable housing by helping start the Tucson chapter of Habitat for 
Humanity and the Armory Park apartments; working with ecumenical partners to support the Tucson Peace 
Center and the Sanctuary Movement of the 1980’s and today; Humane Borders; and most recently Mind 
Wholeness Ministry.  This is a consistent, observable paDern throughout our 110 year history — a  paDern of 
risks taken to meet the needs of those in our wider community.  This paDern leads us to ask, “What risks are we 
being called to take today?” and “Who are we called to reach?” 
  

In looking outside our walls, our facilitators led us in an exercise to consider our neighbors and assess what we 
have to offer as a community of faith. Together we pondered, who is living around us and in what life 
circumstances do they find themselves?  A �me of introspec�on revealed some profound offerings we have to 
give.  Par�cularly in a day with so much disconnect and isola�on among people (even/especially in light of social 
media),  First Chris�an has these gi�s: moments to encounter God; grounding into community, meaning for 
life;  support and acceptance just as you are; shared meals; a challenging mission; events for fun and enjoying 
life; insight to living and building the Reign of God; Bible learning; prayer; spiritual support and growth; weekly 
worship with communion connec�ng us to the heart of God and one another; and more.  This insight leads us to 
ask: “To what are we called if we take seriously both the fact that we possess these gi�s and that people are in 
need of them?” and “What must we do beDer?” 
  

Finally, we began an assessment of our current programs.  Ministry programs like children’s music, Disciples 
Women’s Ministry, worship, Sunday monthly meals, 5

th 
Sunday service day, Ashes to Go, the live na�vity, XPLOR 

program, bible study, the CROP Walk, bilingual prayer vigil, Epic Fun Fest, Children Worship & Wonder, Mind 
Wholeness Ministry, and others were considered.   We measured passion based on the amount of energy we see 
around a par�cular ministry.  This energy could be mo�vated by how well we see a ministry is going, in the 
number of those wan�ng to par�cipate, or the desire to make it beDer.  We no�ced great passion for ministries 
like worship, Ashes to Go, Children Worship & Wonder, and the choir.  Also, we noted passion as well as room to 
make beDer 5

th
 Sunday Service days, and the bilingual prayer vigil.  The low energy around some programs like 

the live na�vity made us ques�on if it should con�nue.  And low energy around other ministry programs like 
bible study caused some to ques�on whether or not it is our own priori�es that need adjus�ng.  Overall, the 
assessment leads us to ask, “On what should we focus our limited energy so we do not run out of it for the things 
that maDer most?”  “What things must we let go of so we are excellent in ministry and not just OK or mediocre?” 
and “How do our core values and call to Seek God, Love like Jesus, and Serve the World help us align our energy 
and focus?” 
  

I look forward to the next discernment session and to sharing future experiences and insights of our discernment 
process with everyone at our next congrega�onal mee�ng.   



The Desert Disciple  4 

 

Welcome 2018-2019 XPLOR Residents! 
 

We are excited to welcome the new XPLOR residents that will arrive August 26. 
Following is a brief introduc�on of these young adults. The resident who will 
worship and par�cipate in ministry with us is Ethan Bradfield. Please begin praying 
for them as they prepare this for this new chapter in their lives. 
 
 

Ethan Bradfield from Long Beach, California 
Ethan is from Bixby Knolls Chris�an Church in Long Beach, California, where his dad is the 
pastor. In middle and high school, this person was very involved in theater/drama. Their 
passion is for photography and film making. They have spent the past 3 years as a part �me 
staff at Loch Leven, their regional church camp, and they are ac�ve in many other Regional 
events. Ethan is an Eagle Scout and applied for XPLOR because of a call to help others and 
spread their love for humanity. This person is very good at working with others and solving 
problems. As well as photography, they enjoy building props, Photoshop, and playing the 
ukulele.  

 

Emily Bray from Wauseon, Ohio 
Emily is a preacher's daughter from Wauseon, OH, par�cipa�ng in FCC Sylvania, OH. Since 
gradua�ng high school, she has completed one year of college, worked as a barista, head 
maintenance at Camp Chris�an in the summers, and grounds maintenance worker at the 
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. In October 2016 she traveled to Thailand to serve two weeks at 
a refugee camp. Emily says that her faith has been the most important thing in her life as long 
as she can remember. She doesn't quite have the future figured out yet, but she'll get there. 
She loves to read, sing and dance, drink coffee, work out, and spend �me with her kiDen. She 
describes herself as hardworking, smart, loyal, reliable, kind, focused, loving and accep�ng 
and adventurous. 

 

Natalie Maxson from Springfield, Missouri 
Natalie is wrapping up her senior year at Drury University in Springfield, Missouri, where she 
majors in Religious Studies and Spanish. She has acted as a peer mentor for interna�onal 
students in Drury's English for Academic Purposes (EAP) program and currently works at the 
campus library as a Circula�on Assistant. Natalie is fairly new to the Disciples but found her 
way to Central Chris�an Church in Springfield because she was seeking a faith journey that 
fostered inclusivity and community engagement. She has a passion for music, dance, 
intercultural communica�on, and interfaith dialogue, and she loves discovering how each of 
these can inspire and inform the pursuit of social jus�ce. In her free �me, Natalie dances 
West Coast Swing and other assorted styles, prac�ces yoga, plays ukulele, crochets, and 
cul�vates a sense of perpetual curiosity.   

What is XPLOR? 
XPLOR is a 10-month residency for young adults who 
want to consider lives of care and service. It partners 
young adults with Disciples congrega�ons and their 
communi�es.  
 

Residents engage in the four cornerstones of the 
program: 
Hands-on Service/Jus1ce Work: Working with local non

-profits to empower local mission efforts while 
gaining awareness of systems of injus�ce. 

Simple Living in Community:  Learning and prac�cing 
faithful, inten�onally simple, and culturally 
competent communal living. 

 
 

 

Spiritual Discernment on Voca1on:  Prac�cing spiritual 
disciplines as they strive to discern their purpose, call, 
and voca�onal direc�on.  

Disciples Leadership Development: Living out their 
Disciples iden�ty and unleashing leadership capacity. 

 
In Tucson, First Chris�an shares our space with XPLOR 
residents. Please be mindful of their presence in the 
area off of the fellowship hall and con�nue to respect 
their privacy. Your gi�s to the church enable this 
ministry here. More importantly, the impact of your 
gi�s reaches not only the lives of the young adults, but 
also spreads into our community through the work they 
do in the non-profits.  Thank you! 
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August at a Glance 
Pastor Ailsa out of Office—August 2 & 3 

Ice Cream Social—Friday, August 3 at 5:00pm 

Back to School Blessing—Sunday, August 5 

Mind Wholeness Spiritual Support Group—1st & 

3rd Mondays (8/6 & 8/20) at 6:00pm 

Elders Mee1ng—Tuesday, August 7 at 6:00pm  

 ** Please Note Date Change ** 

XPLOR Team Mee1ng—Wed., August 8 at 6:15pm 

Forward Together: Discernment Process, Part 3—

Saturday, August 11 at 9:00am 

Interfaith Peace Prayer—Wednesday, August 15 at 

6:30pm, Johrei Community of Tucson 

DD Deadline—Friday, August 17 

Nomina1ng CommiDee Mee1ng—Sunday, August 

19 following Worship 

ICS Mental Health Network Mee1ng—Wednesday, 

August 22 at 10:30am 

All Church Ou1ng: Mt. Lemmon, Marshall Gulch—

Saturday, August 25 

XPLOR Residents Arrive—Sunday, August 26 

Prayer Time in the Chapel – Tuesdays at 11am 

Spiritual Growth Group – Thursdays at 11am 

Prayer Vigils—Thursdays at 6:00pm 

Book Study – Sundays at 4:00pm in the parlor 

“News from the Pews”“News from the Pews”“News from the Pews”“News from the Pews”    
♥ Dear FCC Family, 

 I am so grateful for having spent this much �me, and a large 

chunk of my life, at First Chris�an.  I am so blessed to have 

met so many families and members.  This church is a model 

for how all churches should be! 

 Thank you for the lovely party and cake, flowers, and gi� 

card to Target.  I will always look back on my �me with FCC 

as a bright point in my life. 

 Love & Blessings,  Riley Johnson 
 

Please be in prayer for: 

♥ Our hospitality guests and soon to arrive XPLOR 

Residents: Ethan, Emily & Natalie. 
 

♥ The N.A. Groups that meet in our church, and 

others struggling with addic�on.   
 

♥ The Mind Wholeness Ministry and the people & 
families affected by mental health challenges.  

 

♥ Con1nued prayers for: Peggy & Marion Brady, 

Lily Foster, Grace Judson, Larry Kimberlin, June 

King, Ron & PaS Lemke, Ruth Stokes, Jody 

Vanderkolk , Sally Van Slyke, and Roger White.  

Faithful Witness at the Border 

August 26-30, 2018 
We live in the border region, but how well do we 

understand the mul�ple poli�cal, humanitarian, and 

legal complexi�es of our region in this par�cular 

�me?  Many want to beDer understand and help in 

ways beyond giving money. In response, the 
Southwest Conference of the United Church of Christ 

(UCC) invites Disciples of Christ congrega1ons and 

members to join them in “A Week of Faithful 

Witness at the Border” on August 26-30, 2018.   
 

In sharing this informa�on with us, Rev. Dr. Sharon 

Stanley Rae, Disciples director for Refugee & 

Immigra�on Ministries writes:  

I’m deeply hopeful that we might have strong 

Disciples par�cipa�on over these days, and am 

par�cularly prayerful that this �me of intersec�ng 

with UCC partners might also provide an 

environment where we, as Disciples, can make some 

real headway in moving towards [our own] na�onal 

launching of an “Immigrant Welcoming 

Congrega�on” model.  This model is a quite natural 

follow up to last year’s “On Building Immigrant 

Welcoming Congrega�ons” resolu�on passed at our 

General Assembly.” 
 

Faithful Witness AT the Border—The Southwest 

Conference is calling for a week of Faithful Witness at 

the Border, August 26 – 30, 2018 that will include: 

• A humanitarian mission to the Mexican side of the 
border to visit and take supplies to asylum-seekers 
in shelters and camped out at the ports of entry 
due to a slowdown in applica�ons being received. 

 

• Solidarity ac�ons at the deten�on facili�es in Eloy 
and Florence where parents of kids separated 
from their families are being held. 

 

• Training and strategy sessions around ‘Being an 
Immigrant Welcoming Congrega�on’ and ‘Ac�ng 
as an Advocate and Ally’ with members from the 
UCC Washington office 

 

• Conversa�ons with local ministry partners in 
Arizona - The Samaritans and other immigra�on 
ministry groups. 

 

• A visit to Opera�on Streamline immigra�on court 
where parents whose children were taken away 
are appearing in the hope of finding their kids. 

 

To sign up, visit: hDps://johnsonuccswc.wufoo.com/forms/

we8p3gq1283puw/ 
 

To view the tenta1ve schedule, visit: hDps://

sta�c1.squarespace.com/sta�c/552a993ce4b0c842cdb585ad/
t/5b59dc4a03ce645f31e9902f/1532615754758/
Schedule+at+the+Border.pdf 
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Praying For Praying For Praying For Praying For 
Our Our Our Our     

Missionaries!Missionaries!Missionaries!Missionaries!    
Please be in prayer for our missionaries serving 

through Global Ministries . 
 

During the week of… 
 

August 5: Bosela & BrigiDe Eale, Kenya 

August 12: Loren McGrail,  

Israel/Pales�ne 

August 19: Carmelo Alvarez, Venezuela 

August 26: Nishan Bakalian, Lebanon  

 

 

 

 

For more informa1on regarding our missionaries, 

overseas partners, or how you can make a difference, 

visit: www.globalministries.org  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
  
firstchristianchurchtucson.org 
 

CALL OUR OFFICE:  (520) 624-8695 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Articles for the September Desert Disciple  

should be received in the office no later than 
Friday, August 17. 

                            Sunday ScheduleSunday ScheduleSunday ScheduleSunday Schedule 
    9:00 am 

    9:00 am 

    9:00 am 

    9:45 am 

  10:30 am 

    4:00 pm 

Adult Education—Parlor* 

Children/Youth Education—Room 107 & 110 *  

St. Michael’s ECC - Chapel  

Children’s Music * 

Morning Worship - Sanctuary * 

Book Study * 


