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Worship this Month
Our series, Draw Near, invites us into
prayer of expectant waing this Advent
season: “Draw near” is a prayer for God
to draw closer to us and to the spaces in
the world that are broken. “Draw near”
is an aﬃrmaon that God has drawn near
by taking on ﬂesh and experiencing what
it is to be human. “Draw near” is a
charge for us to draw near to God by
leaning into wonder jusce, truth, and
one another.
December 2 – Draw Near to Wonder
December 9 – Draw Near to Truth
December 16 – Draw Near to Jus6ce
December 23 – Draw Near to One Another
December 30 – Service of Lessons and Carols

Sunday Worship
10:30am
Church School
9:00am
Church Oﬃce
(520) 624-8695

Pastor
Rev. Ailsa Guardiola González

fccailsa@gmail.com

Moderator
Paul DeArman

Oﬃce Manager
6:30pm – Family Service & Walk-in-Pageant
Family Service with children’s walk-in pageant. Children wanng to parcipate
should arrive between 6:00-6:10pm to choose a role and get in costume.
Children are encouraged to invite friends and family to parcipate. Since
there is no rehearsal, any child can parcipate. If you will a1end the family
service and can help children get into costume, please let us know by
contacng Lori Bryant or the Church Oﬃce. If you have a child interested in
reading one of the scripture passages, please contact Pastor Ailsa.

11:00pm – Candlelight Service
Celebrate the birth of the Christ child with scripture, music, and the lights of
Christmas at the candlelight communion service.

Jenna Hosler

TucsonFCC@gmail.com
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Sunday, December 2
The annual congregaonal meeng will take place Sunday, December 2. Each
year the congregaon meets in December to consider the budget and oﬃcers for
the New Year. As was shared during our stewardship focus this fall, we will
consider a budget for ﬁrst quarter 2019 only at the December meeng. (A budget
for the rest if 2019 will be presented early in the year for the congregaon’s
approval).

Songs of the Season, December 4
Disciples Women's Ministry presents Songs of the Season.
Enjoy a music program with Janet Tolman and David Gale
on Tuesday, December 4 at 12:00pm in the
Sanctuary. All are welcome.
DWM will meet prior to
the program at 11:30am in the parlor.

Starry Night, December 8
If you have informaon for Starry Night…. It can go here.

Christmas Meal & Caroling, December 16
Christmas is a me for sharing and love, and what be1er way to celebrate that than with a
meal? On Sunday, December 16, you are invited to bring a favorite family Christmas dish to
share at our Christmas potluck. We are mindful that not everyone has someone with which
to share the holiday. This is a perfect opportunity to invite someone who may be alone this
Christmas season.
AIer our meal, we will go caroling to homebound members and friends. All are welcome to
help share the spirit of the season, regardless of your musical abilies!

Mind Wholeness Ministries Support Groups
For people aﬀected by mental
health challenges:
1st & 3rd Monday
December 3 & 17
6:00 – 7:30 PM
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Will not meet in December.

The Family Support Group that meets on the
1st Wednesday of every month.
December 5 at 3:00pm.
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Christmas Poinse>as
Each year we provide the opportunity to purchase PoinseKas in memory or honor of
loved ones that we also use to decorate our worship space. The PoinseKas that we
buy are sold as a fundraiser for Our Family Services, a social service organizaon
beneﬁKng homeless and displaced women, elders, and families. Order forms for
Poinse>as will be in worship bulle6ns the ﬁrst two weeks of December (12/2 &
12/9). You can ﬁll out the order forms and submit them with your checks or cash.
Checks can be made payable to First Chrisan Church with “poinseKas” on the memo
line and/or envelope. PoinseKas will cost $12 each.

Staﬀ Love GiBs
First Chrisan Church is very blessed by our staﬀ. We have enjoyed great stability and consistency in
employment, incredible commitment, dedicaon, and integrity in their work and willingness to be ﬂexible with
the unique challenges of working for a church. Each of our employees sees their job beyond just a paycheck. They
see it as a calling, a mission of their own within this faith community.
Therefore, we want to show our gratude to them through a “love giB” that will be
received through December 16. Please prayerfully consider their value giIs within
our ministry and how you would like to show appreciaon. Please make checks
payable to First Chrisan Church, and put “staﬀ giI” on the memo line and/or note it
on the envelope if you give cash. As always we are grateful for your generosity.

Christmas Special Oﬀering
December 16 & 23
Our ﬁnest giIs support the work of regional ministries this Christmas.
Your regional ministry works to:
• Connect congregaons to each other
• Foster faith development
• Gather Disciples in camps, conferences, and assemblies
• Nurture the development of a new generaon of pastors
• Assist churches in calling new ministers
• Interpret the global mission of the Church
• Represent the Church in ecumenical gatherings
• Counsel and pray with those who are troubled of spirit
• Lead the Church to address racism
• Inspire leaders to experiment and create
• Witness to the power of God to make things new
The Christmas Special Day oﬀering supports all of these and many other
ministries of our regions. Your generous giBs make a diﬀerence! FCC’s
goal is $1,000.00.
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Midwinter Retreat
Youth and children grades 1-12 are invited to a1end the Arizona
Region’s Midwinter Retreat on February 1-3 at Camp Pinerock in
Presco1, Arizona. They will engage in group games, bible study,
worship, and make lasng connecons. They can be registered via the
regions’ webpage: h1p://azdisciples.org/midwinter2019/
Early registra6on deadline is December 10.
The church will pay for half of the registraon fee for children and
youth of our congregaon. Once we have a total number of
parcipants, we will coordinate carpooling. Please let us know if you
might be available to drive Friday or Sunday.

Opportuni6es to Serve the World:
Thursday Bilingual Prayer Vigil
Vigils of accompaniment and hope are a me to pray
for our hospitality guests; those aﬀected by the
polical, humanitarian, and legal complexies of the
border; others experiencing challenges; and to liI our
concerns for our lives and the world. All are welcome.
The prayer vigil takes place at 6pm in the chapel.

Food for Community Food Bank
First Chrisan collects non-perishable food items for
the Community Food Bank throughout the year.
Donaons can be placed on the shelves in the
Welcome Area. The goal this year is 2018 pounds of
food. As of November 20, we have donated 1,758
pounds of food. We are almost to our goal!

The Inn Project
The Inn Project connues to give support to families
seeking asylum. Donaons can be placed in the
welcome area inside the bin labeled “Inn Project.”

Alterna6ve Christmas Giving
through Global Ministries
Alternave GiIs at Christmas are a wonderful way to
honor a loved one while parcipang in the witness of
God’s global mission. Global Ministries will send your
loved one a card sharing the news of the giI you’ve
made. 100% of your giI is sent to programs involved in
the iniave of your choosing without administrave
or banking fees taken out.
You can see the Alternave Christmas catalog at this

site, h1ps://www.globalministries.org/
alternave_giving , or request a paper catalog by
calling 317-713-2555 or emailing
giIs@dom.disciples.org.
A couple of projects highlighted this year include:
AMANESER 2025, Puerto Rico
AIer Hurricane Maria in 2017, AMANESER 2025
energecally began work with local communies to
increase their capacity to respond to disasters and to
create sustainability in areas of energy, clean water,
and communicaons. Local leaders are installing solar
panels, creang rain harvesng systems, and providing
resources for more ecologically sustainable lifestyles.
Connue reading about the work of AMANESER 2025.
House of Hope, Hai6
In Hai, poor children oIen are put to work as
domesc servants, known as restaveks, in a modern
expression of slavery. Global Ministries partner House
of Hope responds to this heartbreaking situaon by
providing primary schooling, homework help,
vocaonal training, and medical care. Their services
beneﬁt over 300 children, adolescents, and young
adults. Connue reading about the work of House of
Hope.
To parcipate in this sharing of God's abundant life
you can give online or send a check to:
Global Ministries
Oﬃce of Resource Development
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206
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Christmas One-Stop-Shop
Job’s Daughters will host a Christmas OneStop-Shop on Saturday, December 15 from
1:00pm – 5:00pm at First Chrisan Church.
They will have vendors from:
• Lularoe
• Year of the Cat Handmade Soaps
• Origami Owl
• Pew/Stadle Family CraIs
• Steﬀe Family CraIs
and a giI wrap table for anyone that wants to bring giIs
to be wrapped. You can also enjoy a bake sale and hot
chocolate.

Tucson Faith Community
Coali6on, special presenta6on
Paul DeArman, Nancy DeArman, and Ann Nichols have been
represenng First Chrisan Church in the Tucson Faith
Community Coalion, which, as of now, consists of four
churches and is hoping to expand. The focus of the coalion is
to assist former prisoners with re-entry into society aIer being
incarcerated. We have planned a 90 minute program for
January 13 called "Successful Re-Entry AIer Incarceraon," in
which we would like to introduce the program to the
community. Mayor Rothchild will be one of the speakers. The
"Kickoﬀ" meeng will be held January 13 at 4:00pm at Our
Saviour's Lutheran Church, 1200 N Campbell. Members of
First Chris6an Church are encouraged to aRend.

“News from the Pews”
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December
at a Glance
Congrega6onal Mee6ng—Sunday, December 2
following worship
Mind Wholeness Spiritual Support Group—
1st & 3rd Mondays (12/3 & 12/17) at
6:00pm
Songs of the Seasons—Tuesday, December 4 at
12:00pm, DWM will meet at 11:30am.
Mind Wholeness Family Support Group—
1st Wednesday (12/5) at 3:00pm
Elders Mee6ng—Thursday, December 6 at
6:00pm
DD Deadline—Monday, December 10
Manna & Mercy Bible Study—2nd & 4th
Mondays (12/10) at 6:00pm
Worship Team Mee6ng—Wednesday,
December 12 at 6:00pm
Christmas Meal & Caroling—Sunday, Dec. 16
following worship
Interfaith Peace Prayer—Wednesday, Dec. 19
at 6:30pm at St. Pius X Catholic Ch.
Christmas Eve—Monday, December 24

Please be in prayer for:

Family Service at 6:30pm

The Family of Claudia Ellquist upon her death
November 17, 2018. A memorial service will be held at
FCC on Saturday, December 1 at 11:00am.
♥ Our hospitality guests and XPLOR Residents: Ethan,
Emily & Natalie.

Candlelight Service at 11:00pm

♥

♥

The N.A. Groups that meet in our church, and others
struggling with addicon.

♥

The Mind Wholeness Ministry and the people &
families aﬀected by mental health challenges.

♥

Con6nued prayers for: Peggy & Marion Brady, Lily
Foster, Grace Judson, Larry Kimberlin, June King,
William Koller, Ron & PaK Lemke, Phil Shosie, Ruth
Stokes, Jody Vanderkolk , Sally Van Slyke, and Roger
White.

Church Oﬃce Closed– December 24—January 1
Prayer Vigils—Thursdays at 6:00pm
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Sunday Schedule
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

Adult Education—Parlor*
Children/Youth Education—Room 107 & 110 *

St. Michael’s ECC - Chapel
Morning Worship - Sanctuary *
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Praying For
Our
Missionaries!
Please be in prayer for our missionaries
serving through Global Ministries.
During the week of…

December 2: Nikotemo Sopepa, Fiji
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
firstchristianchurchtucson.org
CALL OUR OFFICE: (520) 624-8695

December 9: Isreal/Paslesne
December 16: Larry & Deb Colvin, Ghana
December 23: Eleazar Fernandez, Philippines

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

December 30: Phyllis Byrd, Kenya

Articles for the January Desert Disciple
should be received in the office no later than
Monday, December 10.

For more informa6on regarding our missionaries,
overseas partners, or how you can make a diﬀerence,
visit: www.globalministries.org
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